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Bonding Through Diversity, Pt 4 
Handling Scripture Responsibly  

~ Keeping Issues in Perspective ~ 
 

Lee Acres Church of Christ, February 7, 2016 
Dr. Carlus Gupton 

 
Lee Acres Relational Commitment 
1. Allow the characteristics of love from 1 Cor. 13 to govern our dealings with each other.  
2. Always maintain open-minded communication. 
3. Focus on our faith foundations. 
4. Strive toward principled compromise in areas other than our foundational beliefs. 
5. Maintain the attitude of Christ by “emptying ourselves” into each other’s lives 
6. Let all of our dealings be governed by fervent prayer. 
7. Do not be fearful of individual thinking. 
8. Cooperate with our elders’ decisions and maintain a loyal relationship with our congregation.  
 
Big Idea for this lesson: Our growth in the faith often involves questions on challenging issues. 
As we seek divine guidance on these matters, we must strive to interpret scripture faithfully, 
affirm clear teachings, and show forbearance on complex applications. 
 
Important limitation: This lesson does not intend to settle a list of challenging issues, but 
encourages us to keep them in perspective. It is important to neither minimize them nor blow 
them out of proportion. It is also important that our convictions are grounded in our love for God 
and one another. 
 
1. A story that shaped my passion for this subject. You may be able to identify. 
 

A. The story 
 

B. Notice this issue was not like 2 John 9-11 
1. The opponents in 1-3 John were attacking an issue that was central to the Christian 

faith, the teaching that Jesus was God in the flesh.  
2. John is warning against teachers/leaders who are out to sabotage the church 

through cunning and immorality. 
3. John’s instructions to refuse these teachers involves the church’s survival. There are 

grave consequences.  
 

C. But in the story, it was a devout man who loved God, loved his brothers and sisters in 
church, and always strove to serve the best interests of the church. He also deeply 
respected the authority of scripture, affirmed every foundational truth found therein, and 
sought conscientiously to discern God’s will on disputable issues. But his reasoned 
opinion on the scriptures led him to different conclusions on the appropriate way 
Christians were to serve those in need (i.e. privately vs. church treasury, and only to 
individuals in need, not representatively through organizations such as orphans homes 
that were external to the local church). Given my orientation at the time, however, I was 
encouraged to see him as a false teacher who had moved into our little church because 
he believed we were easy prey for his heresy, and that he was manipulating the church 
through smooth speech and financial control. He was supposedly “speaking the 
language of Ashdod” and leading the church down the path to perdition.  
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2. A close look at the orientations that lead to division or unity over disputable matters 
 

 Prone to division Facilitating unity 

View of 
God 

 God demands that we understand 
and apply his will perfectly on issues 
that he has not specifically addressed, 
or on topics where the words of 
scripture lend themselves to differing 
interpretations.  

 God reveals only bits and pieces of 
what he expects us to know, and 
expects us to assemble all the data 
from the various parts of scripture to 
discern the only right way of 
understanding complex issues.   

 God loves us and honors our desire to 
please him. Instead of giving us details 
into each of the situations we face, he 
wants our love for him and others to 
guide our faithful quest to understand 
and apply his will (Matt. 22:34-40).  

 God gives us clarity on the big issues 
that should guide our efforts to 
understand the many complex practical 
applications we face. Our faithfulness is 
not based on our perfect assimilation of 
all the data, but on our honest struggle to 
seek and rely upon his wisdom for the 
questions we face.   
 

View of 
doctrine 

 All points of doctrine are of equal 
importance. There is one right way of 
understanding most issues, and little 
room for disagreement on most things 
discussed in the scriptures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We must defend every belief we have 
as the one true way.  

 All scriptures are indeed inspired and 
profitable for our use (2 Tim. 3:16-17), 
and we must handle scripture responsibly 
(2 Tim. 2:15). Some doctrines are 
foundational and of greater importance (1 
Cor. 15:3-8). The community formed as 
we affirm bedrock truths, lead holy lives, 
and love our neighbors provides the 
fertile soil to apply his teachings to the 
issues we face. It is often the process of 
working through our disagreements that 
deepens our lives with God and each 
other (e.g. Acts 15).   

 We must vigorously defend the bedrock 
truths that provide the basis for our faith 
(Jude 3-4). On other matters where we 
are continually growing, we must be 
characterized by a wisdom that is 
theologically and morally humble. This 
wisdom is characterized by a pure desire 
to know God, a peaceable and gentle 
spirit, openness to reason, a merciful 
disposition toward others, doing good for 
others, an impartial treatment of those on 
various sides of issues, and deep 
sincerity (Jas. 3:17-18).   
 

View of 
Christian 
spirituality 

 Christian spirituality is measured by 
our perfect adherence to God’s word 
and will.  

 Christian spirituality is secured by God’s 
grace and mercy. This should not 
encourage laxity, but should spur us to 
even more vigilance to know him better 
(2 Pet. 1:3-11). We will never be perfect 
in this quest, neither intellectually nor 
morally, and must confess this before 
God and rely upon Christ’s sacrifice and 
advocacy on our behalf (1 Jn. 1:7-2:2). 
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 Prone to division Facilitating unity 

View of 
others 

 As a general rule, people cannot be 
trusted to do what is right, and most 
people are not as interested in 
knowing the truth and practicing it as 
we are. We should approach most 
other religious people with suspicion.  

 As we live into unity, a communal grace 
unfolds out of knowing that most of those 
who have committed themselves to 
Christ are doing the best they can to 
follow him. It is true that not all strive to 
the degree they should. We often 
disappoint ourselves and others. We 
need accountability, admonishment, and 
even discipline. Yet grace guards us from 
letting shortcomings lower our view of 
humanity such that we fester distrust, 
suspicion, or separation. We grow best in 
a soil of hope and trust that redeems our 
experience and suffering (Rom. 5:3-4). 
This soil is fertilized by a humble and 
realistic estimate of ourselves in relation 
to others, gentleness when dealing with 
our differences, patience with our mutual 
slowness to understand and practice 
what is right especially when it involves 
change, forbearance as we deal with 
each other’s weaknesses, eagerness to 
allow the Spirit to keep us together, and a 
heavy flow of peace that keeps us glued 
together (Eph. 4:2-3).  

 
3.  As you think about faith issues you have faced in your life, how might these 

principles offer perspective? A few questions may help. 
 

 Is this issue addressed clearly enough that I can be insistent on only one right 
interpretation? 

 Are the Bible’s teachings on this as clear as I want to make them?  

 Is it possible that God chose not to be ironclad on this in order to allow room for 
differences based on situations, needs, contexts? 

 Is this issue of such prime importance that I cannot tolerate differences?  

 Would I insist that others agree with me and refuse to work through differences if I did 
not have other church options nearby?  

 Does this issue require a highly complex assimilation of biblical data to reach 
conclusions? While my conclusions may be helpful, is it realistic to expect that all 
believers should be held by this standard if it depends so heavily on our human capacity 
to wade through the complexities?  

 Does my willingness to draw a line of this issue truly reflect love for God and others, or is 
it tied more to my own stubbornness and unwillingness to embrace the challenges of 
diversity? 

 Am I giving myself and others the room to grow beyond my current understanding? Do I 
want to box myself and others into this perspective, or is it better for me to allow room to 
grow in the future? 

 If I draw a line on this issue, am I denying myself and others the opportunity to grow as 
we process our differences? 

 Am I handling scripture as responsibly as I think? Am I judging the people who differ with 
me as less respectful of the authority of scripture than I?  



4 Lee Acres Church of Christ, Bonding Through Diversity 
 

Bonding Through Diversity, Lee Acres Church of Christ, Tupelo, MS 
Dr. Carlus Gupton, February 7, 2016 

 Is my attitude characterized by a wisdom that is theologically and morally humble?  

 Is my behavior pure, peaceable, gentle, open to reason, merciful, full of good fruit, 
impartial and sincere?   

 Am I really operating out of faith, or more out of an anxious fear of facing something new 
or challenging?  

 Is my opposition to a new understanding based on the spiritual insecurity that based my 
relationship with God on doctrinal perfection, or am I believing that God in his grace has 
accepted me and will honor my diligent, though imperfect attempts at knowing his will? 

 Have I confessed my own failings and allowed God’s Spirit to open my heart and mind to 
his will? 

 Am I harboring a judgmental and suspicious spirit toward those who differ with me, or 
am I giving them the benefit of the doubt that they are just as interested as I in knowing 
the truth? 

 Am I following a paranoid herd instinct into fleshly division, or am I striving with all my 
energy to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace?  

 Am I characterized by humility, gentleness, forbearance, and peace? 
 

_____________________________________ 
 
Words of wisdom 
 
“My thesis is simple. Christians ought to be able to talk to one another.  A hallmark of the church 
should be the ability of believers to discuss, listen, encourage, and love.  We should be able to 
disagree without acrimony.  We should be known, of all people, as instruments of peace, as 
agents of reconciliation.  We ought to love each other so profoundly, serve each other so 
aggressively, listen to each other so passionately, and respond to each other so humbly, that 
the kingdom of God breaks in among us.”1 
 

                                                           
1Jack R. Reese, The Body Broken: Embracing the Peace of Christ to a Fragmented Church (New Leaf Books, 2005) 3-4. 


